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Dates for the
Diary 2021
Our Vision

Term 2
21st June
School Council
22nd & 23rd June
Student Led
Conferences
24th June
Special Day SES
Gold coin donation
25th June
Last day Term
1.30 finish
ASSEMBLY 12.45pm
Term 3
12th July
First day term
14th July
Understanding
Bullying Incursion &
Parent Session
15th July
2022 Foundation
Information Session
22nd July
Winter Sports –
Football
23rd July
Safety-net Webinar
3-6 students

At Hazelwood North Primary School we are a community of life-long learners who are inclusive, kind
and curious. We are problem solvers who work together with confidence to strive for growth and
excellence.

Just when you think things can’t get stranger they do! I have to say I have never been
in a school where we have had to close due to a weather event. I thank you all so
much for coordinating your families at such short notice and apologise to the couple
of families who didn’t get the information. A couple of us were at the school for the
start of the morning but had to leave with the rising flood waters to ensure we could
get home. It is important to make sure you have the Sentral app and are signed on as
this is our main form of communication.
Attending On Site – QR Codes and Masks
The guidelines have changed slightly for parents on site. Parents are still not able to
come into classrooms unless essential. For any visitor that enters a building at the
school you must use the QR code to register and wear a mask. When outside you
will need to maintain physical distancing and wear a mask if this is not possible.
Student Led Conferences – 22nd and 23rd of June
Next week we have our student led conferences where your child will be supported
by their teacher to talk about their learning and show you some work. A lot of work
has gone into the preparations for this and the children are excited to share this with
you. If you haven’t booked a time yet please do ASAP via Sentral. If you are unsure
of how to do this please contact your child’s teacher.
School Wide Positive Behaviour Support (SWPBS) Team – Parent
representative
As part of establishing SWPBS, it is imperative to have a Tier 1 Team in place to
support implementation. This team is made up of myself, 3 teachers and 2 ES staff. It
is important to also have a parent representative on the team to contribute to the
decision making and roll out. This parent will also be invited to attend the Respectful
Relationships training later in Term 3 with the rest of the team.
We are therefore calling for Expressions of Interest for a parent to join the team. The
commitment at this stage would be to attend a before school (8am) meeting every 34 weeks and contribute to the discussions (some weeks it may be fortnightly
depending on the actions required to be completed). A background or interest in
health and wellbeing would be an advantage and asset to the team, however doesn’t
preclude you. At this stage we are after 1 or 2 representatives, if we have a number
of people put their hand up we will work out a selection process.
If you are interested in being part of the team, please send an email outlining why
you would like to be considered and any relevant experience to
hazelwood.north.ps@education.vic.gov.au.
Assembly – Friday 25th June at 12.45pm
As we have missed a couple of our assemblies due to remote learning and the
school closure, we will be having one next week! Grade 3/4 K will be showing us their
learning. This will be in the under-cover area due to covid restrictions. Please bring a
mask to wear.
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2022 Foundation Enrolments – Open
If you have a child starting school next year please grab an enrolment pack from the office. If you know of a
family interested in coming to our school please encourage them to contact us for a tour or enrolment pack.
2022 Foundation Student Information Session
An information session will be held on Thursday, July 15th from 6.30pm to 7.30pm in the Grove building at
the school. If you have a student starting Foundation next year or know of someone who is interested in
sending their child to our school, it would be great to see you there. Please feel free to share this
information, especially if you have a friend or family member who isn’t sure where they might send their
child next year.
Student Free Day
Our planned student free day was cancelled due to the power outages and floods as staff couldn’t get
together/go online to do the work. We will be rescheduling this and will have a date after the School Council
meeting on Monday. I will let you know as soon as we have that approved.
Building Update – New Build!
Our Master Plan has been approved and they have recommended a new build over a refurbishment (yay!!).
This means the administration building and toilets will be built on the existing basketball court to facilitate a
more obvious entrance to our school. The basketball court will be relocated to where the current
administration building is once demolition has taken place. There are some works to services that need to
occur as part of the build (septic and fire) to ensure we are compliant with relevant codes and legislation.
The next phase of the project is called Schematic Design where we start to plan out what the building will
look like. The actual building works will not start until around March next year.
Bullying
Over the past few weeks it has come to my attention we have some issues in this area, particularly in the
5/6 cohort. The staff and I have been working with students to identify the extent of this across the school
and have taken steps to address this. I have included the national definition of bullying in a section below
for you to familiarise yourself with and talk to your children about. I have also included the different roles
people may take in a bullying situation. I am hoping this information also helps clarify how to identify if a
situation is bullying, a social conflict or someone being mean.
We do have The Understanding Bullying incursion for the whole school being held the first week of Term 3.
Our F-6 students will attend a face-face session with the grade 3-6 students also attending an internet
safety webinar the following week. This incursion is being fully subsidised by our wonderful Parent’s and
Friends Club.
As part of the package there is a parent webinar being offered for free on Wednesday the 14th July
from 7pm – 8pm. I will send out the Zoom details for this closer to the date.
Here is a link to resources from the Department for parents and students.
Parents: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/bullystoppers/Pages/parents.aspx
Students: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/students/health/Pages/bullying.aspx?Redirect=1

By working together we can make sure our school is a safe and inclusive place to be!
Keep smiling and take care,
Gillian Connolly 
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I Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this land where I work and live, and pay my respects to elders past, present and emerging. I
extend that Acknowledgement to all other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Australia. I acknowledge that the land is stolen land
and the GunnaiKurnai people have never ceded their sovereignty on these lands and treaties are yet to be negotiated

Bullying information
Bullying – National Definition
Bullying is an ongoing and deliberate misuse of power in relationships through repeated verbal, physical and/or social
behaviour that intends to cause physical, social and/or psychological harm. It can involve an individual or a group
misusing their power, or perceived power, over one or more persons who feel unable to stop it from happening.
Bullying can happen in person or online, via various digital platforms and devices and it can be obvious (overt) or
hidden (covert). Bullying behaviour is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time (for example, through
sharing of digital records).
Bullying of any form or for any reason can have immediate, medium and long-term effects on those involved,
including bystanders. Single incidents and conflict or fights between equals, whether in person or online, are not
defined as bullying.
Covert bullying
Covert bullying can be very difficult for someone outside of the interaction to identify. It can include hand gestures
and threatening looks, whispering, excluding or turning your back on a person, restricting where a person can sit and
who they can talk with. Social bullying (spreading rumours, manipulation of relationships, excluding, isolating) is
often covert bullying.
Cyberbullying
Cyberbullying includes any form of bullying behaviour that occurs online or via a mobile device. It can be verbal or
written, and can include threats of violence as well as images, videos and/or audio.
Physical bullying
Physical bullying includes hitting, pushing, shoving or intimidating or otherwise physically hurting another person,
damaging or stealing their belongings. It includes threats of violence.
Social bullying
This is sometimes called relational or emotional bullying, and includes deliberately excluding someone, spreading
rumours, sharing information that will have a harmful effect on the other person and/or damaging a person’s social
reputation or social acceptance.
Verbal and written bullying
Verbal and written bullying includes name-calling or insulting someone about an attribute, quality or personal
characteristic.

Roles in bullying
There are a number of roles a person can take in a bullying situation. These include:
 The person engaging in bullying
 The person being bullied
 Assistant to the person engaging in bullying
 Defender
 Supporters who give approval
 Upstander
 Silent bystander who say nothing
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We are working with students to be upstanders when they see a situation, even if it is not bullying, where someone is
doing the wrong thing at school. This means asking the person to stop engaging in the behaviour, telling an adult at
school or home, or both.

Reading for enjoyment at Hazelwood North
Primary School.
Hi Parents and Families, below is a link to the Epic Books Website.
Epic Books is a fantastic website with many different books which will encourage engagement, fluency,
comprehension and decoding.
We have used this site previously in our remote learning and the students have really enjoyed the different
titles and genres contained in the website.
Click the link and have a read together!
https://www.getepic.com

Wonder White
Please help us earn points for sports equipment by collecting any brand of bread bags and bread
tags, and depositing them in the pink collection boxes at school. The plastics will be recycled into
things such as play equipment: for example the exercise circuit we are in the running to win by
simply becoming involved in a worthwhile program.

A great way to end the week! Here are some of the F/X students enjoying their library session!

HOLIDAY BORROWING
Just a reminder to students that they need to return their books so they can borrow for the holidays.
I do not like saying “you cannot borrow any other books today” to our students. Would parents/carers
please encourage them to show responsibility, find those books, pack them in their bag and return them
to the library next week. Books can be returned to the blue “returns tub” in the library any day.
WEAR ORANGE
Next Thursday 24th June we will thank the SES for all their work helping the community
during the recent floods by having a special “wear orange or high vis” day with a gold
coin donation. The last session in the afternoon will include a mixed age group activity
led by our student leaders.
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