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Dates for the 
Diary 2021 

 
 

Term 3 
 

19th August 
District Basketball 

 
23rd August 

Division Football 
 

26th August 
Division Summer 

Sports 
 

27th August 
Wear it Purple 
Inclusion Day 

 
31st August 

Division Athletics 
 

2nd September 
3/4  STEAM 
Excursion 

 
6th September 

Student Free Day 
 

8th September 
3/4 Zoo Excursion 

 
10th September 

Book Week Activity 
Day 

  
14th September 

F-2 STEAM 
Excursion 

 
15th September 

5/6 STEAM 
Excursion 

 
16th September 

Grade 2 Sleepover 
 

17th September 
Last Day of Term 

1.30pm Finish 

 

Our Vision 
At Hazelwood North Primary School we are a community of life-long learners who are 

inclusive, kind and curious. We are problem solvers who work together with confidence to 
strive for growth and excellence. 

 
 
It is hard to believe that since the last newsletter we have been back in and out of yet 
another lockdown. Once again, I would like to thank the staff for being able to flip to 
remote learning and flip back to onsite teaching again in such a short time span. This 
is not an easy task for staff and they have done a fantastic job. Thank you for your 
understanding and support, we understand it isn’t easy to juggle work, family life and 
remote learning. These times can be challenging for all involved and we can get 
through this together with empathy, care and supporting each other. 
 
Communications with Staff 
Talking about getting through this together with empathy and care, over recent weeks 
our staff have been on the receiving end of abrupt, rude and at times aggressive 
communication. We understand that everyone is feeling additional stress at the 
moment, however any form of aggressive communication will not be tolerated. 
Anyone exhibiting aggressive communication will be asked to leave the school 
grounds. Please remember our school value of respect when interacting with others 
at our school.  
  
A reminder that messages being sent to teachers through Sentral and 
Seesaw should be between their normal working hours of 8am to 5pm. I respectfully 
ask you that if you need to message your child’s teacher to please do so within these 
hours. Teachers have been advised not to answer messages outside of these hours.  
 
Student Free Day: 6th September 
School Council have approved the student free day for Monday the 6th September. 
We understand the frustration of us having a student free day at this time. However, 
the work we are doing on this day is to start developing our systems and approaches 
for Positive Behaviour for Learning (PB4L). It is imperative that we get these 
established within our school in order to provide a safe and engaging environment for 
your children. This has been an area of concern for the students, staff and parents so 
we need to address this as a priority. Getting this work done will set the school up for 
improvement in not only this area but also for the learning of our students. We thank 
you in advance for your understanding. 
 
 
Parent/Carer Opinion Survey 
The parent/carer survey is open until the 22nd August. Thank you to those of you 
who have already taken the time to complete it. Last year we had 50% of our families 
complete the survey and received some excellent feedback that we are incorporating 
into our school. So far, we have only had 12 families complete the survey. It would be 
great to get a wide range of opinions from across our school community. 
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PB4L Team Parent Representative 
So far, we have had no parents put in an expression of interest to be on the PB4L team. After raising it at 
School Council it was suggested that maybe the meeting time of 8am may make it difficult for parents to 
attend while trying to get your children organised for school and you for work.  
 
We are wondering if a change in time to the afternoon (straight after school and probably a Thursday) will 
generate more interest. The meetings are held every 3 weeks or so (you don’t have to attend every 
meeting) and run for about 45 minutes. By being on the team you will help establish PB4L at our school and 
provide an important parent perspective to the roll out and implementation. If you are interested, please 
phone the office or send in an email. 
 
Student Pick-up: Church Road Gate and West Gate 
We are currently experiencing an increase of students crossing the road or walking down the side of 
Church Road without an adult. It is a long-standing school expectation that parents come to the gate to 
collect their child. From next week, students will be asked to wait inside the gate until a parent or carer 
arrives to collect them. Your child will not be allowed to leave the school without and adult with them. 
 
A reminder that the gate on the west side of the school is for staff access only. This is a private driveway 
and we have permission from the farmer next door for staff to use this area. We ask that you do not access 
the school from this gate or encourage your child to use it. 
 
Mobile Phones 
A reminder that it is the DET policy that students are not to be in possession of a mobile phone or other 
electronic communication device while at school. If you deem it essential that your child have a phone for 
after-school communication, they must hand it in at the office on arrival where it will be placed in a locked 
cabinet. Students may collect these at the end of the day. I have linked the Mobile Phone Policy here. 
 
School Uniform 
I have noticed that an increasing number of students are coming out of school uniform. This includes the 
wrong colour pants or shorts, jackets that aren’t school uniform and different coloured tops. Please ensure 
your child is wearing the correct school uniform as much as possible, this includes navy blue pants or 
shorts. Students are permitted to wear coats outside during cold days, however not in the class. If your child 
doesn’t have a school jumper or jacket to wear, there are a range of new and used items available at the 
office. 
 
COVID Rules 
A reminder the current rules for being at the school: 

 Only essential visitors are allowed on-site 
 You must wear a mask at all times (as per the Government directive). 
 You are not allowed on site to drop your children off; you must say goodbye at the gate. 
 For pick up, you may wait on the basketball court or on the grassed area between the art room and 

hall but must physically distance from each other. 
 You cannot mingle before or after the end of day bell - it is purely pick up and go. 
 If you need to collect your child early, ring the office and arrangements will be made for you to 

collect them from the car park gate only. 
 If you need to drop something off, please ring the office to make arrangements. 

Keep smiling and take care, 
 
Gillian Connolly  
I Acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of this land where I work and live, and pay my respects to elders past, present and emerging. I 
extend that Acknowledgement to all other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Australia. I acknowledge that the land is stolen land 
and the GunnaiKurnai people have never ceded their sovereignty on these lands and treaties are yet to be negotiated 
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Reading for enjoyment at Hazelwood North 
Primary School 

Reading is more than just being able to read the words (decoding). It is important that we 
understand what we read. It is up to us to help kids learn this important skill and being 
an active reader is the key. Some ways you can support your child to do this include: 
 
1. Make connections. 
When kids connect what they already know to what they read, it helps them focus. Read 
aloud to your child and show them how you make connections. You can then ask your 
child about connections they make to what they read. 
 
2. Ask questions. 
Asking questions encourages kids to look for clues in the text. When you read together, 
ask questions to spark your child’s curiosity. Ask things like “What do you think will 
happen?” or “How is that character feeling?” 
 
3. Make “mind movies.” 
Visualising helps bring a story to life. That’s where mind movies come in. When you read 
with your child, describe what the scene looks like in your head. Talk about how it makes 
you feel. You can use other senses, too. For example, if the scene takes place outside, what 
does it smell like? Get them to have a go at making a mind movie too! 
 
 
4. Look for clues. 
When you combine what you already know with clues from a story, you can make guesses 
or predictions. These are inferences. And making them is a great way to build reading 
comprehension. 
 
5. Figure out what’s important. 
Ask your child: Who are the main characters? What’s the most important thing that has 
happened in the story so far? What problem are the characters trying to solve? When kids 
can point out what’s important, they’re more likely to understand what they read. 
 
6. Check understanding. 
It helps to encourage kids to stop and ask themselves, “Is this making sense?” If your child 
gets stuck, suggest rereading the part that didn’t make sense. What about it was 
confusing? Were there specific words that tripped your child up – talk about the meanings 
of these words together. 
 
7. Try new things. 
The more kids know about the world, the more they can get meaning out of what they 
read. This can include family day trips, watching documentaries or trying new activities. 
 
https://www.understood.org/articles/en/7-tips-to-help-kids-understand-what-they-read  
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Wear It Purple Day: Friday 27th August 
As part of our school vision, we are highlighting inclusiveness and celebrating diversity by asking 
students and staff to wear something purple on Friday 27th of August. Please note if your child is 

not wearing purple, they must come in school uniform. 
 

Coming Soon! 

Book Week Activity Day 
We will be celebrating books and reading 
with our Book Week Activity Day on Friday 
10th September.  

On this day students may come dressed as a favourite book character, 
or wear something RED for Read Every Day.  

Our celebration of books and reading will begin with a whole school 
webex from the School Hall with each grade presenting a parade so 
students can share their character costumes with our School 
Community.  

Throughout the morning students will take part in mixed group 
rotations of fun activities. The activities are based around picture books 
specially chosen, planned and organised by our Book Week presenters, 
Ethan and Declan B, Abbie-Ray and Katy, Abigail and Ruby C, Izak and 
Cody S, Sienna and Bella D, Lucas R and Harri W, with Chelsea and 
Brooke.  

Looking forward to a fantastic fun Friday! 

Kaye Stockdale  
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MANAGING UNWELL CHILDREN 
We are living in very different times when it comes to cold and flu symptoms. It is 
important that we work together to be vigilant in keeping our school safe.  
 
Under Government advice from the Department of Education: ‘The most important action 
school communities can take to reduce the risk of transmission of COVID-19, is to ensure 
that any unwell staff and students remain at home and get tested, even with the mildest of 
symptoms.’  
 
If your child is displaying any cold-like symptoms, we will be calling you to come and collect 
them from school. Students may return to school following a negative COVID-19 test if they 
are not completely free of symptoms, however they will need a medical certificate from their 
GP to confirm they are otherwise well or have recovered from their acute illness.  
 
Students with a negative COVID-19 test whose symptoms have completely resolved do not 
need a medical certificate to return to the school. If we all work together we can do our best 
to keep our community safe and healthy. 
 

WELLBEING SUPPORTS 
If you require support there are many services out there that can help: 
Lifeline: Anyone having a personal crisis. www.lifeline.org.au or 13 11 14 
Beyond Blue: Anyone feeling anxious or depressed. www.beyondblue.org.au or 1300 22 4636 
Kids Helpline: Counselling for young people aged 5 to 25. www.kidshelpline.com.au  or 1800 551 800 
Men’s Line Australia: For emotional or relationship concerns. www.mensline.org.au or 1300 78 99 78 
Open Arms: Veterans and families counselling. www.openarms.gov.au or 1800 011 046 
Suicide Call Back Service: For 24 hour counselling 1300 659 467 
Suicide Line Victoria: Online counselling for people 1300 651 251 
Head to Help: Mental Health Services. www.headtohelp.org.au or 1800 595 212 (local and in person 
appointments. Can be accessed for children as well) 
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Sport news 
 
Jump Rope For Heart personal message for Hazelwood North P.S: 
https://video.bonjoro.com/g/Sx2f0sOqy7Y 

We have our second weekly skipping challenge, this time from Mon and Jen from Jump Rope for Heart. 
Click here to watch Mon and Jen’s challenge video: youtu.be/R-fE8-UytaA  
Learn to master the Criss cross and see how many you can do in a row. Record how many skips you get in 
your Skipping Passport, and record you skips on your fundraising page. There’s still time to register online 
to log skips, raise funds and earn prizes. Visit jumprope.org.au/parents 
 
Well done to our registered students for their wonderful efforts so far. 
On Monday 9th 
Top fundraisers: Chase $722.83 with 1hr 30mins skipped, James $680.63, and Chevy $551.54 with 1hr 
19mins skipped. 
Other top skippers: Gracie with 2hrs 28mins, Jessie with 2hrs 18mins, Phoebe and Jason with 1hr 17 mins, 
Kayla with 1hr 14mins, and William and Riley with 1hr 5 mins. 

2 weeks to go-the challenge is on!  

If you do not have a skipping rope: 

Buying a rope: 
https://shop.heartfoundation.org.au/collections/ropes 
 
Make your own: 
https://buyjumpropes.net/resources/diy-tips-for-making-your-own-jump-rope/ 
 
New Jump Rope for Heart Competition: Win one of five $100 Coles Myer gift cards*. 
Dear Parents,  
Between Tuesday 10 August and Thursday 12 August, for every $25 you raise online via your child’s Jump Rope for Heart page, 
you will earn an entry into the draw to win one of five $100 Myer Gift Cards. 
How it works 

1. Reach out to families and friends for donations. You can share your child’s page with friends and family.  
2. Between Tuesday 10 August and Thursday 12 August, you’ll automatically earn an entry for every $25 donated to your 

child’s page. For example, raise $50 in donations within the promotional period, to get two entries. Raise $100 for four 
entries etc.  

3. The five lucky winners will be drawn and contacted on Monday 16 August 2021 

Good luck! 
*Terms and conditions apply 
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New buildiNg update! 
We have been working with the architects to develop the design for the administration building and 

toilet block. This was recently approved at School Council, so we are very excited! The plans are 
below for you to have a look at, it will be situated on the current basketball court which will be 

relocated after the build. 
 


